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+ In the Name of Jesus + 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Our text is the Holy Gospel 
from Matthew, chapter 17. 
 
Why is it that when it comes to one’s spiritual life or 
relationship with God, people nowadays are looking for a 
mountaintop experience?  What is it that makes us expect 
excitement?  Why is “dynamic” such a popular adjective for 
advertising worship and preaching?  It seems that, even within 
our own circles, the content of the message is not as important 
as how you feel about your worship experience.  When did 
emotion take precedent over content?  When did the subjective 
feeling trump the objective Truth? 
 
Well, if we could all have such a mountaintop experience as 
Peter, James, and John did, I wouldn’t even have to ask the 
question.  Theirs was truly the textbook example of such an 
experience, both literally and spiritually speaking.  In 
witnessing Jesus’ glorious transfiguration, they witnessed as 
much of the glory of Christ as the mortal eye could see.  They 
saw Moses and Elijah in the flesh, talking to their Lord Jesus.  
And they beheld as a cloud covered them and they heard the 
voice of the Father This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased—hear him. 
 

A mountaintop experience was this indeed!  It’s not everyday 
that even Jesus’ disciples could see him completely transformed 
in the brilliant light of the sun—not to mention the appearance 
of the Old Testament all-star team.  There stood Moses, the 
man of God through whom the Law was delivered on stone 
tablets.   And with him was Elijah, representing the prophets 
who foretold of the coming Savior, and who endured the worst 
of times among God’s people.  And finally, to top it off, they 
were overshadowed in a cloud and heard the voice of God. 
 
But when all was said and done, it was evident that Jesus had 
not brought his inner circle of disciples up the mountain with 
him to give them a neat light show.  Likewise, it was not 
recorded in the Scriptures for the purpose of dazzling us with 
the description of Jesus’ brilliant light.  This was an exciting 
mountaintop experience, but the excitement was not ultimately 
the point. 
 
When the dust settled, per se—when the cloud was lifted and 
the disciples raised their heads, they saw no one but Jesus.  
Moses and Elijah were no longer there, only Jesus.  This was 
the purpose of this whole mountaintop experience—not the 
glitz, not the glamour—but the result.  The Law and the 
Prophets had yielded their glory and given way to Jesus.  And 
from this we behold the entire purpose of the Old Testament—
to speak of the coming Christ and find its fulfillment in him. 
 
Think for a moment about what transpired on this mountain.  
Jesus is transfigured in the presence of his closest disciples and 
shines with the radiance of the sun.  And it is not the sun 
shining on him—the light is coming from him, from his face.  
And as he beams with glorious light, there appear in the flesh 
Moses and Elijah—saints of God who enjoy the bliss, the glory, 



of heaven in the Lord’s presence.  And they speak to Jesus.  
And in submission to him, they recede.  In the words of John 
the Baptist, the very last prophet of the Old Testament age, they 
decreased while Jesus increased. 
 
In the meantime, Peter did not comprehend the full weight of 
what was happening.  He wanted to set up three tents—three 
tabernacles—for the heavenly visitors.  Maybe he thought 
Moses and Elijah had returned.  Perhaps he just didn’t want the 
experience to end.  But Peter had that weakness.  As is so often 
the case in our day, he, too, was caught up in the moment—in 
the experience itself—and failed to recognize the significance 
of what was happening.  It is this same Peter who in the 
previous chapter defiantly rebuked his Lord.  He would not 
accept what Jesus had come to do—be handed over and 
crucified.  This same Peter denied his Lord three times. 
 
Peter, it seems, did not see the big picture.  He was caught up in 
the moment—the emotional experience—the excitement of 
what he saw.  But he did not see why these things were 
happening.  And the Lord did not even respond to his desire to 
set up three tents.  Instead, his three tabernacles were replaced 
with one.  For the Law and the Prophets have been replaced 
with Christ Jesus.  He is their fulfillment; he is the One of 
whom they foretold.  That was their sole purpose.  The Law is 
no longer our schoolmaster.  It is no longer our keeper.  The 
prophets do not bid us look forward to the Coming One, for he 
has already come. 
 
Mark well, dear Christian, what your Lord has declared to you 
this day—that Christ Jesus is the end of the Law for all who 
believe.  He came not to abolish the Law of God, but to fulfill 
it.  He kept the Law.  He fulfilled all of its demands.  He 

observed faithfully everything it prescribed.  And he did this on 
your behalf.  Likewise, he was not a prophet in the sense of 
simply speaking for God and revealing to you his will.  He 
fulfilled God’s will.  He was and is the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end.  All of the prophetic books of the 
Old Testament found their end—their completion—in him.  
They point to him and to him alone. 
 
Moses and Elijah—the Law and the Prophets—have no 
meaning or significance apart from their witness of Christ 
Jesus.  The Old Testament Scriptures do not exist for their own 
sake.  They do not prescribe laws and ceremonies that you are 
to observe today, because Christ Jesus fulfilled them for you 
and for the whole world.  The prophets spoke of the coming 
Messiah, the Son of David, who is Christ Jesus.  They had their 
complete fulfillment and vindication in him. 
 
In his Transfiguration, Christ Jesus demonstrated his supremacy 
over the Law and the Prophets.  As our Lord declared in John, 
chapter 5, You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; but it is they that bear witness about 
me.  Moses and Elijah were sent by God to bear witness to his 
Son, the Christ.  The people of God were to hear their word 
about him, through which they were led and kept in the Faith.  
But now on this mountaintop, Moses and Elijah stand before 
the disciples, and God directs them not to hear his prophets, but 
his Son—this is my beloved Son, hear him.  Look no further for 
the Redeemer of the world.  Look no more to the prophets and 
priests.  Hear no more the demands of the Levitical Law with 
its ordinances and observances.  Listen to my Son, my beloved.  
Hear him. 
 



Hear him, dear Christian.  Hear the Word of your Lord.  Lean 
upon his every word as it is proclaimed to you.  Be not enslaved 
to the demands of the Law, for as Paul has declared, by the 
deeds of the Law shall no flesh be justified, for by the Law is the 
knowledge of sin.  Flee the wicked Tempter, that Old Serpent, 
who entices you to look to your own deeds of righteousness.  
Look not to the Law of Moses to make you holy in God’s eyes.  
For the Law of Moses brings not life, but a death sentence.  It 
crushes and kills and does not raise up again. 
 
But as Moses and Elijah faded away from view and left only 
Jesus, so has the Law given way to the Gospel.  The Gospel of 
free salvation through Christ Jesus is your mountaintop 
experience.  Jesus, who shone in brilliant light, is the Light of 
the world.  He is your light.  He is your salvation.  Hear his 
word.   Receive his absolution and rejoice in the knowledge that 
he has washed you in your baptism and purified you from all 
uncleanness.  Feast on his holy body and precious blood, given 
and shed for you.  Depart in peace in the certainty of eternal life 
with him.  For the glory that he exhibited on the mountain will 
be yours as well in the life of the world to come. 
 
With all of these things promised to you and to me, there is 
precious little for the forgiven sinner to say other than to join 
Peter: Tis good, Lord, to be here, thy beauty to behold where 
Moses and Elijah stand, thy messengers of old.  Fulfiller of the 
past, promise of things to be, we hail thy body glorified and our 
redemption see.  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 


